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men who considered it an easy matter to hoodwink our politicians. From some papers abstracted from the entourage of the British statesman we are in possession of accounts of the hour and a half conference which Bethmann held with Haldane on the afternooti of February 8th.1
If these are correct, the Chancellor assured the British Minister of his continuous endeavours to come to an understanding with England, and displayed an unofficial inclination, yielding to Haldane's suggestion, to distribute the building of ships called for by the Supplementary Bill over a number of years. In return he proposed an agreement for neutrality by both nations under certain conditions. Haldane evaded this proposal, and emphasized the " unconditional loyalty of Great Britain towards the entente with France and Russia," and, according to his report, called the Chancellor's attention to England's military duties in behalf of France, Belgium, etc., in the case of certain eventualities. Further, he warned the Chancellor against a German Supplementary Bill which England would be compelled to reply to with a " two keels to one " standard. He did not, as has been stated, consent to any agreement for neutrality, and the utmost he would offer was a noncommittal promise to undertake no "unprovoked attacks." Thus Haldane adhered to the traditional policy of England towards us.
1 The Vindication of Great Britain and the Manchester Guardian. While correcting the proofs of this book a third version has been sent to me from an issue of the Daily Chronicle translated into German.